
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Variant type 2 poliovirus detected in Gaza  
Recent 
wastewater 
samples from 
Gaza have 
revealed that 
variant type 2 
poliovirus is 
circulating in the 
area. The virus 
was detected in 
six wastewater 
samples, 
collected from 
two 
environmental 
surveillance 
sites. While no 

paralytic cases have been detected, the ongoing conflict has 
drastically disrupted health services and led to a significant drop 
in polio vaccination rates, heightening the risk of polio spreading 
within Gaza. For more context on the situation, check out the op-
ed by WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus in 
The Guardian here. Additionally, read the interview with UNICEF 
Executive Director Catherine Russell. [More] 

 
 
WHO polio workers' heroic response to earthquake  
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Dear polio eradication supporter, 

This month, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) launched a new campaign to unite athletes, global 
leaders, and dedicated supporters in the fight to eradicate polio: Team End Polio. This powerhouse team, 
featuring global sports legends and influential advocates from around the world, is rallying behind the 
mission to ensure no child has to live in fear of being paralyzed by this devastating disease. With their 
unwavering commitment, team members will raise their voices on social media and at major sporting 
events, to drive awareness and action. The world has made incredible progress against polio, with cases 
down 99.9% over the past four decades, but the final stretch remains the toughest. With ongoing support 
from donors and affected countries, together we can eradicate this disease for good. Learn more about 
Team End Polio and how you can support this historic effort at teamendpolio.org. 

POLIO IN NUMBERS 
 

Wild Poliovirus in 2024 (2023)* 

Global Total: 18 (6)  
 

Circulating Vaccine Derived 
Poliovirus in 2024 (2023)* 

Global Total: 127 (185) 
 

*Data as of 31 July 2024. Numbers in brackets 
represent data at this time in 2023. 

 

 

 

Breakdown by country 
Polio this week 

POLIO IN THE NEWS 

BBC: WHO 'extremely worried' 
about possible Gaza polio outbreak. 

Bloomberg: Poliovirus Traces 
Detected in Gaza, Raising Fears of 
Outbreak 

NPR: Investigators search Gaza for 
cases of polio after the virus turns 
up in wastewater 

AFP: Poliovirus detected in Gaza 
sewage: Gaza, Israel health 
ministries. 

© WHO 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/article/2024/jul/26/tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus-gaza-polio-ceasefire
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/25/gaza-palestine-poliovirus-discovery-unicef#:%7E:text=After%20Unicef%20helped%20carry%20out,poliovirus%20requires%20%E2%80%9Cclose%20attention%E2%80%9D.
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/variant-type-2-poliovirus-isolated-from-sewage-samples-in-gaza/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/team-end-polio-one-team-one-dream/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C-C6ffEK_lt/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=1
https://x.com/RAMESHFERRIS/status/1818527546319004112
https://makepoliohistory.org/team-end-polio/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.polioeradication.org
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crgrxjn9rkpo
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-07-21/war-in-gaza-who-warns-of-polio-potential-after-virus-traces-found?sref=P0sn8Yf3
https://www.npr.org/sections/goats-and-soda/2024/07/26/nx-s1-5049852/gaza-polio-who
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240718-poliovirus-detected-in-gaza-sewage-gaza-israel-health-ministries
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When a 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck southeastern 
Afghanistan on 22 June 2022, WHO’s polio workers were 
among the first to respond. They provided essential 
medical care, set up temporary clinics, and assisted in 
rescue efforts. Polio teams, including district polio 
officers and coordinators, utilized their local knowledge 
and resources to aid survivors, manage the flow of 
injured people, and distribute emergency supplies. Their 
work extended from treating wounds and transporting 
victims to organizing aid and setting up temporary 

health services in devastated areas. Read the full story to learn more about these polio workers' 
extraordinary efforts. 
 
Global childhood immunization trends  
New data from the WHO and UNICEF estimates of national 
immunization coverage (WUENIC) reveals that global 
childhood immunization levels stagnated in 2023, with 2.7 
million more children un- or under-vaccinated compared to 
2019. Affecting all vaccination programs including polio, the 
increase in unvaccinated children, particularly in conflict-
affected areas, underscores the need for persistent and 
robust immunization campaigns to prevent the resurgence of 
vaccine-preventable diseases. Ensuring comprehensive 
coverage and strengthening healthcare systems remain 
crucial for achieving a polio-free world. Learn more about this 
new data here. 
 

 
  

DONOR UPDATES 

WHO and UNICEF would like to express gratitude to Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) for the continued support to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
and for the flexible annual contribution of €37 million to support implementation of the Polio 
Eradication Strategy 2022-2026: Delivering on a promise.  

WHO would like to thank the Gates Philanthropy Partners (GPP) for the generous contribution of 
US$ 5 million in support of technical assistance for outbreak response activities in 2024 and 2025. 

WHO would like to thank the US CDC for the contribution of US$ 27.3 million to support technical 
assistance, surveillance, global outbreak response and the GPEI Stop (Stop Transmission of Polio) 
Program. 
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https://twitter.com/WHOPolDirector
https://www.who.int/topics/poliomyelitis/en/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://www.cdc.gov/polio/
https://www.unicef.org/immunization/polio/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/What-We-Do/Global-Development/Polio
https://www.gavi.org/types-support/vaccine-support/inactivated-polio-vaccine
https://twitter.com/EndPolioNow
https://twitter.com/CDCGlobal
https://twitter.com/UNICEF
https://twitter.com/gatesfoundation
https://twitter.com/gavi
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/who-polio-workers-reflect-on-their-role-in-2022-afghanistan-earthquake-response/
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-07-2024-global-childhood-immunization-levels-stalled-in-2023-leaving-many-without-life-saving-protection?utm_source=GH+Newsletter+Contacts&utm_campaign=40d87dfec9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_04_23_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-73cdd193ce-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=40d87dfec9&mc_eid=5bb385a061
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Photo of the Month 

A child is vaccinated against polio. ©GPEI 
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