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Influential scholar supports polio
eradication
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Molvi Yaseen Fahim, one of the most influential religious scholars
in Afghanistan, has a large following in high-risk areas and on the
Afghanistan/Pakistan border, where the polio virus continues to
be a threat. Previously, he did not even vaccinate his own children,
but after several high-level meetings, he has agreed to become an
ambassador for the programme and to promote polio eradication
on radio and TV. This is a major achievement, and will help the
programme in building trust around vaccination.
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New study looks at reasons
behind refusals

Despite overall progress, refusals remain a risk for

polio eradication. In April and May, UNICEF studied the
reasons behind refusing the polio vaccine in southern
Afghanistan. The data shows that key reasons for most were
misperceptions, including the vaccine making children behave
badly or even killing them, making them sick, and the vaccine
being an American conspiracy in addition to objection by
influencers. The findings will lead to changes in the content
of frontline worker training, tailored delivery channels and
messages for mass communications.

21198

@UNICEFAfg
@WHOAfghanistan

www.unicef.org/afghanistan

www.emro.who.int/afg Polio-Free Afghanistan

30%

are women

poliofreeafghanistan



