
 

 

 
 

 

INDEPENDENT MONITORING BOARD 
GLOBAL POLIO ERADICATION INITIATIVE (GPEI) 

SIXTEENTH MEETING 
 

31 October & 1 November 2017 
Venue: Royal College of General Practitioners, 30 Euston Square, London, NW1 2FB 

 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

IMB MEMBERS 

 
Sir Liam Donaldson, Former Chief Medical Officer of England, Professor of Public Health, London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine  

Dr Ala Alwan, Regional Director Emeritus, WHO, Professor, Department of Global Heath 
University of Washington 

Dr Thomas Frieden, Former Director, Centre for Disease Control and Prevention and currently 

President and CEO of Resolve, an initiative of Vital Strategies, USA  
Dr Susan Goldstein, Programme Director, Soul City: Institute for Health & Development 

Communication, NPO, South Africa 
Dr Muhammad Paté, CEO, Big Win Philanthropy/former State Minister of Health, Nigeria 

 

IMB Secretariat 
Dr Felix Greaves 

Ms Alison Scott 
Ms Katie Hayes 

 

AFGHANISTAN 
 
Dr Ferouzuddin Feroz, Minster of Public Health 

Dr Hedayatullah Stanekzai, National Polio Focal Point 
Dr Maiwand Ahmadzai, Director National EOC 

Dr Ghulam Dastagir Nazary, National EPI Manager 
Dr Abdul Rab Fattah Wahidi, Chief of Staff of MoPH 

Mr Muhammadullah Sharifi, PA to Minister 

Dr Hemant Shukla, Team Leader POL, WHO, Afghanistan 
Dr Najibullah Safi, WHO /Health Systems Programme, Afghanistan Country office 

Ms Melissa Corkum, UNICEF Team leader on Polio Eradication  
 

NIGERIA 
 

Professor Isaac Folorunsho Adewole, Honorable Minister of Health (Delegation Lead) 
Senator Mao Ohuabunwa, Chairman Senate Committee on Primary Health Care & Communicable 

Diseases 
Senator Lanre Tejuosho, Chairman Senate Health Services Committee 

Hon. Chike John Okafor, Chairman House Health Services Committee 
Dr Faisal Shuaib, Executive Director/CEO NPHCDA 

Dr Usman Saidu Adamu, Incident Manager NEOC  

Dr Imram Moharson Bello, STA Hon Minister of Health  
Ms Eunice Damisa, Deputy Incident Manager NEOC  

Pharm. Saadu Dangana, NPHCDA Zonal Director Southeast zone 
Dr Fiona Braka, WHO, Nigeria Polio Team Lead 

Mr Mohamed Malick Fall, Country Representative, UNICEF 

Dr Anisur Rahman Siddique, Polio Focal Point, UNICEF 



 
 

 

 

 

PAKISTAN 
 
Madam Saira Afzal Tarar, Minister of State for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination. 

Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq, Prime Minister’s Focal Person on Polio Eradication, National Emergency 
Operation Centre, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination.  

Dr Rana Muhammad Safdar, Director Polio Eradication Programme, National Emergency Operation 
Centre  

Dr Altaf Bosan, National Technical Consultant BMGF, National Emergency Operations Centre  

Dr Abdirahman Mahamud, WHO Team Leader POL, Pakistan 
UNICEF Pakistan Country Representative  

UNICEF Pakistan Country Representative 
 

CORE PARTNERS 
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, USA 
Dr Rebecca Martin, Director, Center for Global Health  

Dr Steve Cochi, Senior Advisor to the Director of Global Immunisation Division 
Dr John F Vertefeuille, Polio Incident Manager and Polio Eradication Branch Chief 

Dr Steven Wassilak, Coordinator of Science, Policy and Research, Polio Eradication Branch 

Mr Patrick Brown, Program Officer, EOMG Secretariat 
Ms Agnes Warner, Secretariat of TMG, Public Health Advisor  

 
Rotary International 

Mr Michael K McGovern, Chair, International PolioPlus Committee  
Dr Carol Pandak, Director, PolioPlus 

 

UNICEF 
Mr Akhil Iyer, Director Polio Eradication 

Mr Jalaa’ Abdelwahab, Deputy, Global Polio Team Lead 
Dr Philip Smith, Senior Health Advisor, Polio Eradication Programme 

Mr Rustam Haydarov, Communication for Development Specialist 

Ms Margaret Farrell, Technical Officer (EOMG) 
Dr Robin Nandy, Principal Adviser 

 
UNICEF Eastern & Southern Africa Regional Office 

Mr Reza Hossaini, (representing ESARO) 
 

UNICEF West & Central Africa Regional Office 

Mr Ngashi Ngongo, Principal Advisor Child Survival and Development, UNICEF WCARO 
 

UNICEF Middle East & North Africa Regional Office 
Dr Fazal Ather, Health Specialist, Regional Polio and Outbreaks Coordinator, UNICEF, Regional Office, 

Middle East and North Africa 

 
UNICEF South Asia Regional Office 

Dr Paul Rutter, Regional Health Adviser, South Asia, UNICEF 
 

WHO Geneva 
Mr Michel Zaffran, Director, Polio Eradication, WHO  

Dr Arshad Quddus, Coordinator Detection and Interruption 

Ms Diana Chang Blanc, Manager Immunization Delivery and Operations 
Dr Rosamund Lewis, Team lead country support  

 
WHO Africa Regional Office 

Dr Pascal Mkanda, Regional Adviser  

Dr Sam Okiror, Task Force Coordinator – Lake Chad 
 



 
 

 

 

 

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office 
Mr Christopher Maher, Manager Polio Eradication  

 
Gates Foundation 

Dr Jay Wenger, Director, Global Development 

Mr Michael Galway, Deputy Director, Global Development 
Ms Suchita Guntakatta, Deputy Director, Strategy, Planning & Management, Polio Global Development 

Program 
Mr Tim Petersen, Deputy Director, Country Operations, Global Development 

 

PARTNERS AND STAKEHOLDERS 
 

Government of Canada – Foreign Affairs, Trade & Development  

Ms Shaghig Reynolds, Infectious Diseases Division 
 

Center for Strategic and International Studies 
Ms Nellie Bristol, Senior Fellow, Global Health Policy Centre 

 

CORE 
Mr Lee Losey, Deputy Director/Senior Technical Advisor, CORE Group Polio Project 

 
DfID 

Dr Jason Lane, Senior Health Adviser, Global Funds Department  
Ms Olivia Smith, Policy and Programme Officer 

Ms Alice Gilbert, Health Adviser, Global Funds Department 

 
GAVI Alliance 

Dr Stephen Sosler, Technical Advisor, Vaccine Implementation – attending 1 November 
Dr Lee Hampton, Senior Specialist, Policy and Performance Department 

Dr Hamidreza Satayesh, Senior Country Manager, Pakistan – attending 31 October 

Mr Ricard Lacort Monte, Senior Country Manager, Afghanistan – attending 31 October 
 

Global Commission on Certification of Polio Eradication 
Professor David Salisbury, Chairman  

 
Japan 

Ms Kaoru Yamanaka, JICA Polio Eradication Programme Advisor (Pakistan) 

Mr Yohei Ishiguro, Project Formulation Advisor, Health, JICA Afghanistan Office 
 

Polio Partners Group 
Dr Jon Andrus, Co-Chair 

 

Technical Advisory Groups and Expert Review Committees 
Dr Jean-Marc Olive, Chair, Afghanistan, Pakistan & Horn of Africa Technical Advisory Groups 

Professor Oyewale Tomori, Chair, Nigeria Expert Review Committee 
 

UN Foundation 

Ambassador John Lange, Senior Fellow, Global Health Diplomacy  
 

USAID 
Ms Ellyn Ogden, USAID Worldwide Polio Eradication Coordinator 

 
US Department of State 

Ms Gwen Tobert, Pandemic Response Team Lead, Office of International Health and Biodefense 


